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Abstract: Every building becomes obsolete as it is built. Since the

obsolescence causes an earlier end of building’s life despite of having useful life
in physically and functionally it not only decreases value of the building but also
causes waste of social resources. For these reasons, it is very important to
maintain appropriate physical condition of a building with the proper maintenance
efforts. Among various maintenance efforts to accomodate problems resulted from
the obsolescence, change of the original use of the building to an alternative use
is one of the desirable maintenance techniques because it does not need a major
transformation of internal structure or alternations of exterior feature of the
building to accept the alternative use.

Therefore, understanding of the process and characteristics of use change is
an important task not only for a property manager or an owner of the building
but also for real estate consultant to save the given market value of the building.
However, there are only few previous studies about use change of building which
examine the relationship between previous use and changed use of the building in
terms of the locational conditions and years of the buildings with the data
collected from the field Based on these circumstances, this study aims to
examine the relationship between previous use and changed use of the building
using the field data collected from the downtown of Daegu City, Korea from 1996
to May of 1998.
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