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Evolution and Issues in Station-Area Development Discourse in Major Cities of
Gangwon Province: Chuncheon, Wonju, and Gangneung
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< Abstract >

This study examines how station-area development discourse has evolved in three major cities of
Gangwon Province—Gangneung, Wonju, and Chuncheon—using news big data from 2010 to 2026.
Articles were retrieved from the BIGKinds database of the Korea Press Foundation by combining the
keyword “station area” (yeoksegwon) with each city name, yielding 8,991 articles. Because keyword
retrieval also captures unrelated coverage, rule-based screening removed topically irrelevant articles and
two alternative relevance criteria were applied to test sensitivity, producing a common corpus of 6,738
articles on which all analyses—TF-IDF, semantic network and frame analysis, and KNU-lexicon sentiment
analysis—were conducted at the city-by-year level. Although collected under an identical keyword,
discourse composition diverged markedly across cities. Gangneung shifted from the Olympics and KTX
opening toward regional transport networks; Wonju sustained real estate and railway infrastructure
discourses in parallel; Chuncheon dispersed into culture and tourism after the Gyeongchun Line opening
before development agendas cyclically re-emerged. Neutral articles predominated in all three cities, with
positive shares exceeding negative ones (Wonju 40.1%, Gangneung 35.3%, Chuncheon 31.3%); because
absolute scores are sensitive to document length and lexicon bias, interpretation was confined to relative
differences. The cities were accordingly classified as tourism-event, industrial-planned-city, and
capital-region-accessibility growth types.

Keyword : Transit-Oriented Development(TOD), Discourse Analysis, TF-IDF, Sentiment Analysis, News Big Data
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